Introduction
After more than two and a half years of President Woodrow Wilson in keeping the United States out of the war, finally, America entered into World War 1 in April 1917. Despite the United States being involved actively for only nineteen months in World War 1 from April 1917 to November 1918, the economy was extraordinarily mobilized. The economy of the United States had turned out raw materials and munitions supply as the armed forces were served by over four million Americans. At the beginning of this war, the economy of the United States was in recession and from 1914 there was an economic boom. This is because many European nations had begun purchasing war goods from the United States. “Also, on entry into the war the unemployment rate declined to 1.4 per cent from 7.9 per cent as half a million people were added to the government. Besides, workers were also drawn into new jobs in manufacturing.” (Marshall, pg. 57) Therefore, it is very clear that World War 1 was of importance to the economy of the United States. 
Historical Debate
           On the perspective of the United States joining World War 1, the main argument is that a key part of the war was the Atlantic battle. The German U-boats patrolled and attacked the shipping lanes so that British supply lines could be cut. The United States was following its neutrality policy and initially attempted in trading with the British and its allies as well as with Germany. Practically, however, the United States could only be able to trade with Britain and its allies and across Atlantic is where all the goods sold had been transported here. The German fond of attacking shipping meant that Lusitania, an American ship which had been registered was sunk and many US citizens killed. However, Germany continued targeting all shipping and their decision undoubtedly edged the United States to the war in 1917. On the other hand, on the United States not joining the World War 1, the main argument is that the US should only go to any war when it is their national interest and facing a situation where the country is threatened very much. The United States should also go on a war when morally it could define as a “just war” and the argument brought forward for this is that these did not happen during World War 1. Another argument in support of this perspective is that the same sentiment was shared by plenty of Americans in April 1917 and American in the declaration of war decision it was hardly united. The disagreement between the two perspectives is that the first perspective considered the war as a national interest and a threat while in second perspective this is hardly the case. The evidence used in these two perspectives supports the thesis statement as well as the issue of America and World War 1 is concerned.
Conclusion
           The readings changed my understanding of the United States involvement in World War 1. At no anytime I had ever thought the United States should have not participated in this war. I had only thought the US participation in World War 1 was justifiable but after going through the readings, I feel it was wrong for the US to acts against its neutrality policy. Today, the issues presented in the readings are still relevant as they explain in detail an important part of the history of America particularly in becoming a superpower. My topic’s perspective might be influenced by my background and life experiences since growing up in American society there are many challenges and going on war seems not a way to solve the challenges. A global issue I would like to use the readings and address is global warming where I would not just hesitate like the United States did after its ships were attacked. I would move very fast to address this issue which is of national interest and a threat. (Shally-Jensen, Michael, pg. 100)   
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